
ibdison, i4isczonsi.n 
February 26, I.99 

Dr. Joseph X&n 
3rfatol Labor&xies Inc. 
Syraour~e 1, New York 

I should have given you another xaonth's respite, but by the 
time you dig throw11 the pile OR your desk to get to this, 
it may be then after a& 

In another connection, I kot to wonder about the substitution 
of silicon for carbon and it oocurred to me that I had seen 
nothing at all on the biologlcml activity of analoyues of 
this Plort. Undernomal ciroumstanaea, itwoul$of oourse~ 
be very difficult for a dlicata to enter bto tie ahain of 
carbon ntetaboU8tb However, I would suaperct that clasres 
of Cmmpound8like those I havewore oonveniently arsitten 
out on the attauhed sheet would be quite apt aad that 
information aa to whether t&em function a6 substitutes or 
as atamq; antagonists for the indicated colppoum&~ tight be 
useful. At any rata, this is a dqarture in t& development 
of channotherapeutia analogues that would ba worth at least 
searching through theliterature for7 

Gould I ask to have found out what there is to sejr about 
thla? I have in ad flmtof all the ava.i.lability of this 
class of aaterialrs as chemical pmduots, and second, whether 
any biolo@.cal tests of any sort have been done with them. 
In some aams, they would be 6qmXl.y FntePesting +&et&L- 
substrates or antagonieter 

For practical application, I had In mind us& thy same 
principles of choice of diffemmtial mqoundz9 86, we hmm 
discussed before. 

With all best regards. 

Joshua Lederberg 

JLtac 


